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Exercise 1 (individual)
Comparing Communication User Interfaces

In the lecture we have seen 2 novel communication devices — namely a picture frame [1] and
a bed [2]. Today voice communication and SMS/MMS using mobile phones is commonly
used everywhere. Similarly instant messaging tools (e.g. Skype) provide desktop based means
for voice communication, messaging, and presence information.

Assess the communication appliances introduced in [1] and [2] and compare them to generic
communication solutions such as mobile phones or instant messenger.

Discuss very briefly the
e created user experiences
communication of voice, presence and context information
usage complexity of such a device
context of use
limitations of use
typical target group
technologies that enable such devices
technical feasibility at the moment

Find in the research literature (e.g. ACM digital library) a further example of a
communication appliance, which is similar to [1] and [2].

Please submit your solution (not more than 2 pages/600 words, PDF-file with the following
name: uui2007ex01-firstname-lastname.pdf, subject “UUI2007 Exercise 1”) by 5™ November
2007 to uui2007 @hcilab.org.

You are welcome to discuss the questions with your colleagues, but each student has to write
their own solution.

If you have questions please mail to uui2007@hcilab.org.
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